
NEW URBAN NEWS
 

Awards focus on infill, transit-oriented development
 

The Charter Awards for 2008 gave 
CNU another chance to highlight 

the problem-solving capacity of urban 
design and how it is being put to use 
both in the US and around the globe. 

The awards draw attention to how 
the Charter of the New Urbanism can 
be applied to three scales - the city / re­
gion, the neighborhood, and the block/ 
building. The jury paid special attention 
to transit-oriented development, infill, 
and affordable housing. 

The 14 winning professional submis­
sions and one student/ faculty submis­
sion were chosen by a seven-member 
jury of leading urbanists, with Andres 

A Civic Vision lor the Riverfront in Philadelphia
Duany as chair. 

The awarded projects are in the US were recognized. The new Vedanta Uni­Region, metropolis, city, and four other countries: the Bahamas, versity (see September 2007 New Urbanand townIndia, Saudi Arabia, and Scotland. News) will address a severe shortage of
 
Among US regions, the Southeast again The awardees included what may university seats in India in a way that's
 
had a strong showing, followed by the be the largest new urbanist plan to date truly Indian in spirit -- a plan of two
 
Midwest. All but one of the awarded - the 25,000-square-mile Louisiana overlapping circles inscribed within an
 
neighborhood- and block-scale projects Speaks Regional Plan for areas of the oval. The King Abdullah University in
 
in the US are built or under construction, state affected by hurricanes Katrina Saudi Arabia provides a sustainable,
 
and none are on greenfield sites, CNU and Rita. The plan focuses growth walkable alternative to the energy-inten­

reports. Several projects directly address around transit lines and in infill areas. sive spectacle of nearby Dubai.
 
quality affordable housing design, in­ Also singled out was a plan to create
 
cluding one HOPE VI development from high-density, mixed-use growth along Neighborhood, district,
 
Chicago and a national pattern book for seven miles of Philadelphia riverfront. and corridor
 
affordable houses. The plan extends the street grid to the This year the awards include Rock­


The awards will be presented on river as an infill alternative to greenfield ville Town Center (see March 2007 New 
April 5 at the Congress for the New expansion in the suburbs. Urban News) a high-density, mixed-use 
Urbanism in Austin, Texas. Two impressive new university plans town center near a Metro rail station in 

2008 Charter Award Winners 

The Region: Metropolis, City, and Town Location Description Firm/submitting organization 

Louisiana Speaks Regional Plan Louisiana, US Sustainable hurricane recovery and growth Calthorpe Associates 
plan for 25,000 square miles 

A Civic Vision for the Riverfront Philadelphia, PA Plan to focus growth along a 7-mile riverfront Wallace Roberts & Todd LLC 
Vedanta University Orissa, India Master plan for 1O,OOO-student university Ayers/Saint/Gross Architects + Planners 
King Abdullah Univ. of Science and Technology Thuwal, Saudi Arabia University campus and town center Hellmuth, Obata and Kassabaum (HOK) 

Neighborhood, District, and Corridor _._-­
Woodstock Downtown Woodstock, GA Mixed-use town center ex1ension Hedgewood Properties 
Oakwood Shores Chicago,IL HOPE VI Public housing redevelopment FitzGerald Associates Architects 
Rockville Town Square Rockville, MD Mixed-use transit-oriented town center WDG Architecture, PLLC 
Mixson Avenue North Charleston, SC Mixed-use TOD infill using LEED practices l'On Group 
Masterplan at Western Harbour Leith, Edinburgh, Scotland Waterfront redevelopment Robert Adam Architects 

Block, Street, and Building 

The Vision for Marion Square Charleston, SC Building restorations restore life to square Fairfax & Sammons Architects PC 
Atlantic & Pacific Development Montgomery, AL Mixed-use extension of main street City Loft Corporation 
Almeria Row Coral Gables, FL Classical townhouses with courtyard de la Guardia Victoria Architects & Urbanists 
A Pattern Book for Neighborly Houses Nationwide, US Affordable housing designs for Habitat Urban Design Associates 
A Living Tradition [Architecture of the Bahamas] The Bahamas Graphic local architectural guidebook Mouzon Design 

Academic Submission 

The North End Plan Michigan City, IN Town center redevelopment Andrews University, School of Architecture 
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Atlantic & Pacific Development in Montgomery, Alabama 

Rockville, Maryland. The project, which opened in 2007, sets a 
new standard for transit-oriented development, say jurors. 

Another winner, Mixson Avenue, was described as "an art­
ful, environmentally minded 44-acre infill addition to a historic 
North Charleston neighborhood recovering from a military 
base pullout." It features an intricate street network with a 
mix of uses and housing types including affordable units as 
small as 600 square feet. 

The neighborhood-scale group also includes an infill 
-_.---- ---------­

development in Woodstock, Georgia, a public housing rede­
velopment in Chicago, and a redevelopment plan for a post­
industrial dock area of Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Block, Street, and Building 

Two groundbreaking pattern books were recognized. The 
first pattern book specifically for affordable housing brings 
high-quality traditional design to the work of Habitat for Hu­
manity - and encourages broader acceptance of well-designed 
affordable homes in desirable established neighborhoods. 
Another new pattern book not only seeks to revive the living 
tradition of Bahamian architecture but also calibrates the re­
gional vernacular to the LEED green building system. 

Traditional, classical, and restrained architecture was the 
preference of the jury at this scale. Other projects included 
an extension of a neighborhood main street in Montgomery, 
Alabama, with live-work townhouses; classical rowhouses 
with a central courtyard in Coral Gables, Florida; and the use 
of historic renovation to restore "grace and coherence" to a 
blighted square in Charleston, South Carolina. 

Also recognized 

Andrews University's School of Architecture won in the stu­
dent/ faculty category for a revitalization plan for economically 
depressed Michigan City, Indiana. While meeting in Miami, 
the jury toured the Perez Architecture Center at the University 
of Miami and moved to recognize the Leon Krier-designed 
building with a Jury Mention.• 

This streetscape is part of a revitalized downtown for Woodstock, Georgia - one of 15 
winners of Charter Awards for 2008. See story on page 6. 


